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INTRODUCTION 

FEEL happy to introduce to the notice of the 
Telugu Scholars an interesting little poem of Mr. 
K. Gopaul Rau, a rising brother of theirs. It belongs 
to that class of poetry which is headed in Sanskrit by 
Kalidasa's Meghadnta (Cloud Messenger). 

It is an advantage to Telugu Literature that the present 
day Telugu poets are appreciating and adapting the beauties 
of English poems. Mr. Gopaul Rau's Vasantasena can be 
cited as an instance. Goldsmith's 'charming ballad, " The 
Hermit '% has given the ground work to Vasantasena. The 
author has made several alterations in the simple plot so as 
to harmonise it with Indian life and oriental taste. The poem 
affords agreeable reading, as it is characterised in due propor- 
tion by emotion, fancy and moral elevation. It is teeming 
with many brilliant and wise sayings, the best of them being 
Mr. Gopaul Rau's own. Though the poem is a small one, it 
gives plenty of healthy exercise to the intellect. It glows on 
' also as a string of interesting puzzles easily solved. 

The conventions of Telugu Poetry have been observed. 
The denouement is delightful. The style is happy, evincing 
the characteristics of Dandin and Bharavi. The figurative 
language is impressive and suggestive. I recommend the 
'poem to youngsters for study. 

V- Venkataraya Sastry 

(Retired Sanskrit Pundit and 

Superintendent of Vernacular Studies, 
* Madras Chrig^an College.) 
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